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Note: All phone numbers listed are in area code 406.
■ PLEASING THE WOLF’S PALATE - Many of the West’s ranchers are furious over the
reintroduction of wolves to Idaho and Yellowstone National Park, tearing that their livestock will
be killed. But how likely is it that the wolves will prey on livestock rather than the abundant deer,
elk and bison in the areas where the canines have been reintroduced0 Forestry Professor Dan
Pletscher, director of The University of Montana’s Wildlife Biology Program, has studied wolf/prey
relationships for a decade in packs of wolves naturally occurring in the Glacier National Park
region. His research is part of U M 's 20-year-old Well Ecology Project, which has brought
professors and students into Glacier country and British Columbia to study these mysterious
animals.
Contact: Dan Pletscher, 243-6364. Tip by Lilly Tuholske. 243-5547.
■ ACOUSTIC FINGERPRINTS - At the northern edge of UM’s Missoula campus, on the slopes
of Mount Sentinel, researcher Erick Greene encountered a beautilul. iridescent-feathered songbird
whose song is as individual as a human lingerprini. Each lazuli bunting has its own distinctive
song, Greene says, noting that such acoustic Fingerprinting is unique in the bird world. The
buntings spend each winter in Central America and return to the slopes of Mount Sentinel and
adjacent Mount Jumbo in spring; Greene says the best time to him the researchers field activity
will be from mid-May through June. During that period, Greene and his compatriots will he
catching the birds, recording their songs, doing computer analysis of the songs in the field and
color-banding the birds. They will also study the buntings and their suspected nemesis, the brownheaded cowbird, on the local slopes and at the National Bison Range about 40 miles north of
Missoula. Last year cowbirds laid their eggs in 100 percent ol the buntings nests on Mount
Jumbo, tricking the songbirds into feeding the cowTirds' larger, more assertive young at the
expense of the baby buntings.
Contact: Erick Greene, 243-2179. l i p by Kristin Rodine, 243-4890.
■ PLANTING A SPARK - In 1988, the nation was horrified as forests in and around
Yellowstone National Park erupted into flames. But each fall, a UM forestry professor teaches
students to set wildlands aflame using a process called prescribed tire. l ire is a natural component
of forest ecosystems," says Ron Wakimoto. "And on lands where tire has been suppressed lor
nearly a century, fire must be reintroduced into the equation il these lands are to remain healthy.
Wakimoto is a nationally recognized expert in forest lire management, frequently consulted on lire
policy issues, he was one of two academics who served as technical advisers to the national lire
policy review following the 1988 Yellowstone lires. His primary research involves use of
geographic information systems to manage the urban-wildland tire problem.
Contact: Ron Wakimoto, 243-6201 or 243-5521. Tip by Lilly Tuholske, 243-5547.
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■ WILD CLASSROOMS — Kids in Montana and surrounding areas enjoy intimate encounters
with the natural world without leaving their classrooms, thanks to the UM-based Montana Natural
History Center. The center's live raptor program, which brings a golden eagle and other native
Montana birds of prey into local classrooms, offers kids a close look at live birds that represent all
of the raptor types found in Montana: the eagle, a great homed owl, a short-eared owl, a Western
screech owl, a Northern goshawk, a red-tailed hawk, a prairie falcon and an American kestrel. The
center also provides Nature Discovery Kits to teachers throughout the state and beyond. The kits
feature everything needed for a hands-on lesson plan, including pelts, skulls, puppets, games and
Story boards.
Contacts: Natural History Center Office Manager Wendy Moore. 243-6642; board member
Bob Petty, 549-0212. Tip by Kristin Rodine, 243-4890.
■ LOOKING DOWN ON EARTH - I ’M Forestry Professor Steve Running, a terrestrial biologist
and global ecologist, is one of 24 scientists nationwide working on the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectrometer of NASA’s satellite Earth Observing System, the largest project ever
undertaken in NASA’s history. EOS will continuously monitor the Earth's land, atmosphere and
oceans with the most sophisticated technology in the world in order to monitor global change.
Running’s role is to develop a land monitoring system that uses computer technology to integrate
satellite imagery with a variety of data, including but not limited to soil, hydrologic cycles, land use
and vegetative cover. Gathering data from across the globe broadens the scale of ecological
observation from a few acres to tens of thousands of square miles. Running also studies water
quality in western Montana’s Flathead Lake and uses remote sensing and digital image analysis for
assessing an array of resource management issues, including wildland fire sensitivity, forest
productivity and crop drought stress.
Contact: Steve Running, 243-6311. Tip by Lilly Tuholske, 243-5547.
■ RIVERS OF LIFE BENEATH OUR FEET - A few years ago, a local developer brought Jack
Stanford, UM’s Bierman Professor of Ecology and director of the Flathead Lake Biological Station,
a ja r full of wormy-looking insects that had clogged a new water intake system. The menacing
creatures turned out to be the juvenile stage of a stonefly that fishermen and scientists had never
before observed. Further research led to Stanford's discovery of at least 40 previously undescribed
species of subterranean life. These life forms, ranging from microbes to salamanders, live in
underground rivers associated with above-ground waterways and have a profound influence on the
overall health of aquatic ecosystems. Stanford’s studies take him into some of western Montana’s
most scenic country about 70 miles north of Missoula, beneath the mountains that surround
Flathead Lake. His work understanding these species and the underground rivers themselves not
only challenges the traditional understanding of how rivers work but also will likely have a
powerful effect on how citizens regulate water use, interpret water quality and regulate land use in
association with rivers.
Contact: Jack Stanford, 982-3301. Tip by Lilly Tuholske, 243-5547.
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